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191.1 /6C, 
NEW SOUTH WALES, 


BUSINESS STATISTICS - 2hth JUNE, 1941, 


Plans outlined by the Prime Minister to secure "an un- 
limited war effort" include greater control and organisation 
of labour and material resources, administrative changes and 
curtailment of civilian enterprise and consumption, 

Employment and industrial activity are at record levels and 
increasing; trading shows some reaction to expected shortages 
of some civilian supplies and building tends to decrease 

except in housing and essential industrial premises, Germany's 
war on Russia may have far-reaching economic as well as military | 
and political consequences, | 


season: Useful rain - more needed, 


Export Prices and Export prices steady, Shipping losses, Conditions 
External Conditions: in U.K. and U.S.A, Germany invades Russia, 
Currency Sterling steady in New York open market, 

Relations: Axis funds in America, Tighter British control over 


foreigh-held funds in sterling area, 
Wool: Progress of appraiscments in Sydney. Heavy U.S.A. consumption, 
South American wool exports, 


Wheat: Final payments Nos, 2 and 3 Pools and 2nd payment No, 4 Pool, 
Good N, Americon prospects, Local prices steady, 


Butter: N.S.W. production at low level. 
Metals: Tin ond silver slightly cheaper in London, Aust. export parity 


prices of metals. Mar, and “pr,, 19/1, 


Wholesale Trade: Employment (N.S.W.) °- mid-May, 1941. 
Sales under Sales Tax Acts - Apr, and Jan,-Apr., 19/4, 


Retail Trade: Employment (N.S.W.) - mid-May, 194, 
Activity in city shops - Apr, end Feb,-Apr., 1941. 


Employment, N.S.W. Persons employed in mid-Mey, 1941. 


Manufacturing Employment (N.S.W.) - mid-Moy, 1944, 
Industries: 42 large Factories - Sales, etc,. Apr, & Jan,-Apr., 1941. 


Gas & Electricity: Index of Consumption, Sydney - May, 19KA 


Building Permits, Value ond 
Metropolis: No, of Dwellings = May and Jan,-May, 1941. 


BUSINESS STATISTICS - 24th JUNE, 19/4, 


ERR E PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES, 


SEASON. Light rain fell generally in New South Wales during last week, followed 
by further falls on the coast and highlands over the week-end, heaviest 
on the central] North Coast, and bringing partial relief to some dry South Cozst 
districts, More rain is needed in Western Riverina, South Coast, and Upper 
Hunter Valley. Seasonal prospects, however, ore mostly sotisfactory, 


EXPORT PRICES AND Prices of most of the principal commodities exported from 
EXTERNAL TRADE Austrolia are fixed by contracts with the British Government, 
CONDITIONS. The index number of Australian export prices (Commonwealth 
Bank) is 83 (1927 = 100) compared with 66 in August, 1939 a 
is equal to the aversge in the prosperous years 1936-37 to 1937-38, Howeeeal 


income from exports is affected by the shipping position, though in the cs se of 
wool payment accrues irrespective of the quantity shipped, Britain hes suspend 
Wine imports indefinitely, 


The tonnage of shipping lost remains very high:- 


49.1 Jan. Heb, March April May Total = Tons pay 
Tons lost (000) 310 34.0 506 581 1.61 2,198 5,295 


American oid and steps taken to combat new U-boat tactics prompt official howe 
for moterial improvement, 


A miilion women ore now registered for war work in Britain, British wholesale 
prices continue to rise - the "Economist" index numbers were ; Jan, 15, 101 3s 
Ape, 22, 404,53 May 26; °401.,9: June 10, 105,3, The cost of foqaenus been kept 
down in recent months by subsidised food prices, but officisl index numbers show 
that on account of the purchsse tax there has been a rise of 5 per cent. in the 
cost of living cver the post six months ond it is now 35 per cent. above the pre- 
wor level, 


American aid for Britoin is increasing, It was announced on June,14 thot 
31.000 m, would be provided for sircraft plent to ensure yroduction of 500 bombers a 
9 month, In Morch Qr, 1941, U.S. exports to Empire countries were 55 per cent, 
greater ond imports from the Empire were 23 per cent, greater than in March Qr,, 


194.0. 


Germany invaded Russia on June 22, This development has important economic 
os well as military significance, Unless Russia is defeated quickly it will mean 
intensification of the economic blockade of Germon-occupied Europe, There moy be 
opportunities of Australion trade with eastern Siberia, Finland was brought 
under the British blockade on June 18, 


tock morkets hove been firmer in London and New York, The Canadian $600 m, 
War Loan closed with cash subscriptions of 3711 m. beside conversions totelling 


BIO me 
INTERNATIONAL In the free market in New York sterling has been steady and quoted 
CURRENCY fractionally sbove the officisl rate in London (Bh, 03 to Este, ) 
RELATIONS. 


Co-incident with the “freezing" on June 15 of German and Italian assets in the 
United States the U.S. Government assumed coupes authority over assets in the 
United States of all countries in Continental Europe, All countries are obliged 
to report full information a to assets by July 14, but upon adequate assurances 
that assets will not be used "in ways harmful to notional defence and other 
Americon interests" it was expected control would be lifted over Finnish, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Swiss and Russian funds, 


it is reported that the British Treosury has taken steps to control more 
closely the transfer of dollar funds held within the sterling oreo on behalf of 
non-residents, but details are not availoble, Pos ssibly there moy be pon-American 
action to deal with Axis assets in South Americo; it is believed thst a large 
part of German and Italian funds formerly held in the United States ore now held 
in these countries, 
WOOL saan 


PART I - ( Continue?) 2, 


WOOL. In Sydney the. final appraisements of this senson ore proceeding ond will 
conclude: on dune27, 1941, The shipment of wool is greatly retordced by 

Shortage of shipping space, ond although many new stores hove been built, 
orrangements ore being made to provide additionsl wool stores for the incoming 
Clip. 1,232,907 bales of wool have been apprised in Sydney this season, ond 
at the close of the season sbout 1,260,009 bales will have been dealt with 
more then in any earlier year except last season when 1,396,000 bales were 
opproised, 


As soon as possible after close of the scason the Central Wool Committee will 
ascertain and declare the equalisation dividend payable to bring the average 
appraised price to the ogreed average of 13.4375d. per lb. It is expected thst 
this will be rather greater thon the 85 per cent. psid last season, 

The ‘record consumption of wool in the United, States. (2,480,000 bsles in July- 
March, 1941) wos at Least 899,009 bales greater thon.the U.S.i. Clip, That is 
a. Subetintinl modifying factor upon the size of the anticipated war-time accumu- 
lation of wool, America hss bought freely in South America, Argentine and 
Urugusy shipments of wool compsre as follow:- 


To mid-March AWC US U DS sie om Moe (Upuss To Japan 
4939-0 bales 112,472 5, (Ou 12,472 
194.011 q 209,175 1, 888 26, 55h, 


WHEAT. On June 19, 1944 © final payment of 14d. a bushel on wheat in Nos, 2 and 3 
Pools (1939-9 wheat) and 2 second sdvence of 4d, # bus. on No, 4 Pool 

(194.941 whest) were snnounced, These phe Ns will require £2 million for 
distribution to farmers in Australis, For 1939-0 f,5,q. whest growers will 
ovebeen paid 5s." Ge a bus. for bagged ond 3s, 42d. 2 bus, for bulk wheot, 
less rail freight in each case, The average net return ot country siding for 
bulk whest is opproxims te Sy Se Gr AOS, The payment for ance wheat in 
No, -%: Pool is now 4s, asd. Tees rail freight, equivalent .to appr ximately 2s. 95d. 
net'-st country siding, 


Slight fluctuations in the Chicago wheat futures morket brought little net 
chonge and ‘quotations in Londo ond Winnipeg have been steady, Whest production 
prospects continue favourable in North America, The German invssion of Russia 
miy jeopardise Russion harvesting operations, Empire economic co-operation with 
Russis while fighting Germony, may re-open the Vladivostok ; market to Australia 
in subsequent Seasons if Shipping is avaalobile, 


Greater onimotion in the Sydney morkct wos attributed to the wor in Russia, 
Previously the msrket was described 1s stendy with fair enquiry for whest for 
export) tloun, 


The Australian Wheat Board's prices were unchanged, Wheat for flour for local 
consumption was quoted at 3s. i1ad. 2 bus., ex trucks, Sydney. Flour was steady 
Bae Boqels 4 Sisis. Bh acoyal 

PRICES OF WHEAT IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Shippers! Offers to 1938-39, Prices of wheat for local flour from Dec, 1939. 


Bulk Whest Seasons ended November, | May 

we cay SAN Sn Te wT Thi. coeel il June 2h ’ 

Ne wi Cie le Pia [19391 AGO | 1940 49K | 9nd, 

Shillings and pence per oushel, | 

aoe ae ae a a ae 

Ex trucks, Sydney) 2 o> Be 2 be 105 | 4 0) 3 114 3 114 

Equiv, ex farm ot 5 | ; 
country siding(a) | pot he. 84 eae 44 | 2 14 2 956 | 2 95h 

Al L | hear 
(a) Exclusive of bounty. d Net equiv. of sdvances made to ao 


BUTTER. Production of butter and cheese in New South Wales is very light snd 
insufficient to mect the State's consumption, A material increase is 
unlikely until the spring. Ther. is slso difficulty in mointcining metropolitan 
and Newcastle milk supplies from ususl sources 
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De PART I ~ (Continued) 
Dairy instructors report 2 shortage of doiry-form labour, 


The local whslessle price of butter is 158s. 8d. per cwt. (unchanged), 
e 
It is reported thot the United States already is sending Britain butter and Cheese 
under the Lend or Lease Act, As America normally does not produce on exportable 
surplus, the possibility of Australian ond New Zealand produce finding o morket in 
the U.S.A., it is understood, is being investigoted, 


METALS. The British Ministry of Supply maximum prices are unchanged for electrolytic 
copper (£62), lead (£25) ond spelter (£25.15s, ) English currency, per ton, 
In the open market - in London the price of tin followed on irregular downward treng 
over the post fortnight ond on June 20 the mean quotation (£261, 12s, Gd, ) wos 
£6.15s. ao ton, lower than on June 6, but still obsut £520 tor above the average price 
ay ONO, The price of silver has also eased very slightly, ' 


The Tin Research Institute reported that in Jan,-“pr, world production of tin was 
73,800 tons in 1944 compsred with 67,900 tons in 1940 and deliveries of tin to the 
United States were 55,002 tons compered with 33,479 tons On April 30 world stocks 
of tin, including smelters' stocks and carry-over were 53,447 tons in 1941 ss ogoinst 
4.0,689 tons in 1940, 


Prices received for metals exported from Australio are compared below, Fluctup- 
tions from month to month have not been great and there has been a tendency for 
prices to improve somewhot, Prices are appreciably above the overages obtained in 
recent yeors:- 


AVERAGE FRICES OF METALS (EXPORT PARITIES, F.0.B.), AUSTRALIA, 


Silver Lesd Bi Spelter | Tin Gyl1d 

(Standard) (Standard) (Fine) 
OZa ae es . ee : Ton ma . ed 

Average, 1937] 2 1,0 Bp OPET, 29 1 6 | 292 16 5|| 845i 
at 1938 DO slefpecean | 19 1250 228 4410 | siete 
4915). oe aps Att tee eat Oe eet 268..3- 6 ie 
July, 1939 | 1 9,1 1619 4 FS 4.0 2735'S \ 131) Sai 
NaC ner es 194.0 BI ares) aon 4@) 33] PA A eS 285 14% 6 HOMNS) 5 
Mor, , 1914 2 Be9 AS )) gis iO) Les 8) 10) 502 HiOe 2 10a 
Eovarar u 1 Bis 16) 48:46) 406 Eales <1Q) OO nummer, 10 4 
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PART IIT FINANCE AND TRADE. 


WHOLESALE TRADE. Sales recorded in New South Wales under the Sales Tax Acts in April, 
194.1 (£19.06 million) were highest in value of any recent month end were exceeded 
previously only in Sept. and Oct., 1939. Sales amounted to £69.78 m. in the firs 
four months of the year and were 6 and 13.7 per cent. greater, respectively than in 
Jan.~Apr. 1940 and 1939. These figures include direct factory sales as well as 
goods sold through wholesale firms, Hence, Government war purchases (for other 
Empire as well as Australian Forces) are a material part of the turnover indicated, 
Other factors in the increase are higher prices, and probably, the building up of 
emergency stocks of essential foods by retailers throughout the country under the 
scheme outlined in B.S. 1941/3C, p.5, 


Employment in wholesale trade is not necessarily affected by trends in sales, 
but particulars for recent months show a tendency for employment with wholesale 
firms with ten or more employees to increase:- 


Persons 
Increase — 
1938-39 to 1939-0 386 4 28 233 119 281 93 44 
1939-40 to 1940-44 -—172 “12 55) 529 419 64.3 955 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 


WHOLESALE TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Sales by Registered Traders. | suptoyea in Wholesale Firms 
with ten or more Employees. 


Month of 
April. 


Increase over 
Jan,-Apr,.of 
Preceding year 


January 
to April. 


£million &million per cent: Persons Persons Persons 
die. 10.17 B9N15 (-) 2.3 (17,638 - June, 1933) 
1938 16,83 62. 3.8 25.4279 25,598 25, 5D. 
1959 Act? cle a) (-) 1.9 25, 682 25,834 257, 701 
19,0 17.88 65.82 to 25,96) Zoot 205 Loe 
191.1 | 19.06 69.78 6.0 26, 382 26,570 26,687 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease, 


RETAIL TRADE. In recent weeks a buying wave has been reported by retailers. 
Apparently this is in reaction to shortages of some civilian supplies (e.g. blankets), 
the announcement late in May that all woollen yarn produced in Australia would be 
reserved for military requirements, and the deciared intention of the Government 
to reduce civilian consumption as a matter of war economic policy. 


Employment in retail trade has increased in each of the last three months, 
compared with the corresponding months of last year. From September to May in- 
creases in employees of retailers with over ten employees were 1,536 in 1937-38; 
962 in 1938-39; 623 in 1939-410 and Aer? ae 1 OLOa EN + is) mou elleaw: a sche 
recent increase has more than passing significance. 


Sept. Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar. Apr. May. 
Increase over same month of preceding year in persons employea 
in retail firms with ten or more employces. 


1938-39 eS, $5992 508 ese 2y, 590 166 561 
1939-l.0 187 251 1, 068 556 7.5 he) ie) 4152 
191,0=1.1 216 1,390 (-)382 (-) 88 LL 4,365 4,360 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 


In these larger shops employment has increased in the City of Sydney and the 
Newcastle district and decreased in country tomms during the war period. After 
decreasing in each of the preceding two years, there was an appreciable increase in 
suburban shop employees between May 1940 and 1941. Particulars are as follow:-~ 
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PART II (Continued) 


City Newcastle qu ee 
ae Distrier, Towns, ee 


of Sydney. 


Persons employed in retail firms with ten or more employees, 


May, 1938 36, 103 1,071 25857 8,679 51, 390 
"1939 36, 723 h,037 Bae 8, 61.0 51,951 
" 491,0 36,920 2 ore 2,493 ¢ 8,567 51,799 
a ao 37, 2 164 2, 701 3,902 53,159 


g Affectcd by stoppage in coal mines. 


The decline in the value of stocks is a significant feature of returns relating 
to a group of large city stores. In April, 19,7 stocks were 0.4 per icent. below 
the value in April, 1940,when they were 19.2 per cent. ,greater in value  chaniin 
yori 155 *1:939 ¢ Import restrictions probably are a material factor, and-as. these 
are to be increased in severity and full replacement by local. manufactures is 
unlikely it appears that a further decrease in civilian supplics may be expected, 


In these shops sales in the three months ended April, 1941 were 9.5 per cent. 
greater in value than in Feb.-Apr., 191.0. Taking March and April together to 
include Easter sales were 10.9 per cent. greater this year than last year, Drésg 
Piece goods (-5.7%) alone showed a decrease. Tnereased. sales were made of women's 
wear (1)..5%) menfs and boys' wear (9.9%) boots and shoes (10%) funiture (11.1%) 
hardware (8.24) fancy goods (11.3%) books, stationery (8.3%) misccllancous goods 
(10,54) and food and perishables (2.7%). Higher prices (in part due to inercases 
in sales tax) account for some part of the increaSe‘in sales value, 


In April, 194.1 there were 1.9 per cent. more employees in these city shops 


and the amount of salaries and wages paid was 9.6 per cent. greater than in April, 


1GLLO, 


/PART IIT... 


PART III _ INDUSTRIES, 


ee ee 


EMPLOYMENT. In the month ended in the middle week of May, 1941 employment in New 
South Wales increased by 4,451 persons to the record number of 906,567. ‘This was 
74,761 greater than in August, 1939. Most of the increase has been in private 
employment (63,286 since Aug., 1939) and it is due, in the main, to the rapid 
development of war industries (sce succeeding note), and has occurred in the face 
onal enlistments for active service and long period training of men for home 

Tene, 


The number of adult males registered as unemployed at State Labour Exchanges has 
been steadily reduced from 52,851 in August, 1939 and 50,851 in May, 1940 to 18,597 
in May, 191. Indications are that there is now little reserve of labour to be 
drawn upon, and to meet the growing needs of the war effort reserved occupations 
are being reviewed and steps have been taken to facilitate transfer of workers from 
civilian to war industries; already certain forms of civilian supply have been 
curtailed. 


Recent trends in employment are illustrated as follows:- 


Mid-week Private. Government. Local ALL ee 
of = Government. Employment. = Factories. 
Persons employed - Thousands. 
May, 1939 683.2 115253 BOLy 836.2 229.2 
ag, 2°" 680.3 (oy ry 0 | 831.8 22027 
Aug. 1940 They TA eS Lied G7 One Bie 5 
May, 191.1 71.3 66 14.5.1 17.9 906.6 Le 


A considerable part of the increase in Government employment is due to the greater 
number at work in Government factories (Smill Arms, Aircraft, etc.) and this along 
with work on the graving dock accounted for nearly all of the increase of 1,500 in 
Government employment from April to May, 1941. In private employment an increase 
of 2,437 in factories was the most significant movement, but the rising trend of 
hospital employees continued, and there were more persons employed in shipping and 
road transport but this was incidental to irregularity of shipping movements. 


The appended details show how closely the rising trend of employment is associated 
With the expanding war effort. While during the war period employment in factories 
has inoreased by 19 per cent, there was an increase of less than 5 per cent. in all 
other occupations (some of which also serve the war effort). Increases other than 
in factories arc the result minly of stimali arising from the industrial expansion. 
In May, 1940 employment was affected by idleness of the coal mines so that 
comparisons with a year ago are of little significance, 


EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(Excluding relicf workers and men in the Armed Forces not on civil paysheets, ) 


ersons ¢€ in middle week of - ah 
Persons employed in m e ol teaemonres 


May, |May, |Aug., |May, g | Apr., | May, |May, 192.1 

193° 1939 1939 491.0 1914 191.1 Over Aug. 595. - 
000 000 000 000 COG) per cent. 

BsGec rOotwe: “Oo ten 902.1 906.6 + 9,0 

685.2 |68023- "682s5. (7057 71.3.6 BERD 

DGD. | DER, T MNase te GO Oe Meee Pal nee 


Group. 


All Employment 
Private “ 

All Factories. (a) 
In Firms with Ten 
or more Employees 


Mines isan: Pier tn205G alll e208 20 Ge ce Sea 
Retail Trade BAsO hsatied. Wh Silas GVA 6: Boe 2 ee Siar 
Wholesale Trade PET 25st eek 26.6 26 ok + 5,4 
Offices & Commerce DY eo Rome 28 .0 28.9 29.2 te fat 
Ship!¢.& Rd.Trnspt. 24? | C2087. nse 20a7 22.6 ie 
Personal Services (b) eon SOg8 5071 SiG 31.0 SAA 
Other Industries HOG 182i) 1G 36 18.4 1810 Ss 


(a) Including working proprietors. (b) Includes hospitals, professions, amsements 
hotels, etc. g Affected by coal strike. + Increase. - Decrease. 


/MANUFACTURING...... 


PART III (Contimed) 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. In tho middlo week of May, 1941 there were 272,200 persons 
employed in factories (including working proprictors) in New South Wales, This 
record number was 43,500 greater than in August, 1939. Increases from month to 
month compare with those of one and two years earlier as follow:- 


Oot. Nov. , Dec.” Jan... Heb. Mars fpr. Mey eee 


Increase in persons employed in factories 


1938-39 700 200 = 600 ~7000 4900 2700 = 1600 200 ~ 700 
1939-0 6000 3700 1800 -3700 2200 3300 ~4500 ~-5800 3,000 
A504 "3300 *) 2800 " BG00° “= 3900. “400 "7000" = .ca0 3000 24,600 


Decreases in April and May, 194.0 were due to the coal strike which interrupted 
the other wise continuous expansion of factory employment (seasonal decreases apart) 
throughout the war period, In May, 1941 the index number of factory employment 
was 51 per cent. above that in the peak pre-depression year, 1928-29. 


The increase in employment is predeminantly in the war industries. ‘This is 
illustrated by percentages given at foot of the following table. During April- 
May, 1941 private firms with ten or more taxable employees in the industrial 
metals group added 1,680 persons to their payrolls. Beside this there were 
substantial increases in some Government factories. 


EMPLOYMENT IN PRIVATE FACTORIES WITH TEN OR MORE TAXABLE EMPLOYERS, N.S.i, 
Indust- |Textiles |Food Wood- Paper & 
Parad & Cloth- | and work- Print- |Rubber 
metals. Ing, Drink jing aes 


Chemi- 
cals &c. 


| Number of persons employed - Thousands, 

May, 1939 TESS 6.81 64.78 bie 4 1 18 19a 
Aug, "(a) TAs St ee 61.78 36.96 th. BInOtSsGs 
May, 190 ¢ 11,32 8. 58.3%: | 39,10 15.41 |h.46 
Jan., 192.1 TZ.57 8.66 {7260 1.0.76 11.,15> ae 
Apres, i es Hdl 9,09 83 286 d4 oO), 138 
May, ae ese | 12.96 926 O5. 11 43 4,52 
Increase (a) to(b) 


28.2% 74% \Q) 0.57 


te 


d Employment affected by coal strike, (-) Denotes decrease 


12.1% 


The canning of surplus perishable products compelled to be held in Australia 
because of the lack of shipping may mean increased employment in the food and drink 
group. War requirements will tax the capacity of textile and certain clothing 
factories, and in the industrial metals group the expansion of aircraft, armament 
and munitions production and of shipbuilding will cause a further inerease. The 
Prime Minister's outline of industrial war policy indicates that transference from 
civilian to war production is to proceed as rapidly as can be arranged. Special 
steps are being taken to control more éffcctively the production, marketing, 
distribution and price of coal. Actually coal. production is at a record level, 
but still greater production is needed to enabic adequate emergency stocks to be 
accumulated. Agreements have been mde with Unions for "dilution" of skilled 
labour in shect=-metal and clectrical trades, and for "elevation" of assistants 
and labourers in metal moulding. Steps are being taken to duplicate the present 
scheme of technical training. 


In 42 large factories, some of which are engiged in war industries, activity is 
greater than ever before. In the four months ended April, 194.1 there were 
increases in sales of 31.2 per cent. in the number of employees of 18.3 percent. 
and in salary and wage payments of 25.4 per cent. in comparison with Jan.-Apr., — 
1939. igher wages and overtime working as well as the greater number employed have 
contributed to the increase in the wages bill. 
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PART III (Continued) 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY - NEW SOUTH WALES. 


All Factories, Portytwo Large Factories. 


January to April 


May. Month of April, - monthly Average). 
> 
Employment, Scie. Employ- Wages Employ- | Wages 
Number, Index No, ies Paid ees. Paid 
- Weekly. Weekly. 

1928-29 = £900 000 £ £ 
ee: as 000 £000 000 £000 
1937 21, 600 119 3,106 NS Bl, op 2,950 22.0 C2er 
1938 228, 200 127 ra | bs ee 92,2 5 tay. 23,2 935. 
1939 229, 200 ADT 2,791 2546 93.9 3,001 23.0 95.4, 
191.0 233, 700 129 3,581 23.2 SEM: 3,456 25.6 100.6 
194.1 272, 200 151 4,011 272 1419.4 3,936 26.7 119.6 


GAS AND ELECTRICITY, Reflecting the unprecedented level of industrial BCuIE Ny the 
consumption of gas and electtricity in Sydney and suburbs has increased and in May, 
194.4 the index number (146) was the highest yet recorded. In Jan.-May the amount 
of gas and electricity used was over 125 per cent. greater this year than in 1939. 
Increased population and wider reticulation of services are outweighed by industrial 
growth as factors in the increase of about 35 per cent. since 1929, 


INDEX OF CONSUMPTION OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


qgeoh A952, — A957.~.. 2938.01 938.) ABO. A 
Index numbers - Average, 1929~31 = 100. 


Month. of May 106 95 1417 Wee 128 428 41.6 
Calenda® Year 105 96 119 123 131 135. * 


BUILDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS, 
Note: Building permit statistics do not include Government Buildings, 


Private building permits in May, 194! were mich above 
the average in recent months, but in Jan.-May were 12, 6% below 
the value in 1939. Residential building predominates 
though wood and fibro houses have decreased, Hotel 
building virtually has ceased. Factory building is still 
considerable. Other non-residential types have decreased. 
There is still much public building, 


Dwellings proposed. this year (3, 909) exceed the number 
in Jan, -May in 1939 or 491.0. but were 17,24 less than in 


1938. 


Inauguration and subsequent tightening of official control of building (see 
Bes 191.1 /6B, oe 9) has affected private building permits, limiting applications for 
certain types and apparently stimulating those for buildings still permitted but 
which might possibly come under stricter limitation later. Private building 
permits granted in Sydney and suburbs in May, 1911 werc of a value of £1,078,000, 
This was above the average in earlier months of 1941 and of any recent éalendan 
year excepting 1938. Totals have varied considerably from month to month and 
generally have been less than those of two and three years earlier: - 


Sees 9 0G Nowe § DeSen ih 2 Bebe. NARe mn | Ey ee 
1937-38 £000 1033 963 deo? AAS. 905. BOS) M505. 1256) Zo 
1938-39 " 1110 25> 1324 SOY, 864. 999 993 9352 1028 
1939-40 " 800 1205 CF 602" 699 foo “80 ~~ 1014 979 
191,.0—1 8,0 83% 128), 14,50. 696 80. eer 775 1078 
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PART III (Continued) 


The war has led to a great deal of public building and in May 191 tenders 
accepted for buildings for Commonwealth, State and Semi-Governmental authorities 
in Sydney and suburbs amounted to £191,000. In the eleven months ended May public 
buildings to be erected were 3£1, 266,000 in 19,0-.1 and £954,000 in 1939-40, Tho 
totel value of public and private buildings propose? in the cleven months ended? 
May, 194.1 (£11.85 m.) was about 2 per cent. below the value of private buildings 
only in July-May, 1938-39. 


VALUE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE BUILDING PROPOSALS - METROPOLIS, 


SeptGrs Dec.Gr. Jan,| Feb. Mar, Spe Xe 
1939440 £000 4018 2852 Vhs 789 89h. AOS 1092 11 he 
194.044 £000 3162 3829 1020 870 887 844° «1272 +4, B54y 


The following statement shows that private building is active in the suburbs 
but remains cepressed in the city area:- 


City Permits (£000) Suburban Permits (£000) 


1937. 1938. 1939. 19,0. 1941. 1937. 1938. 1939. 1940. 19h4. 


May 328 SD) 162 79 130 612 957 866 ~ 900 91,8 
Jan,-—May. 722 1331 nie sc SOs aoe ce) 3159) 14323 098.3077 Taeem 


The value (though not the number) of houses proposed in May, 1941 (£608,000) 
was probably a record. Permits for houses were considerable in the Illawarra- 
Bankstown, Northern and Eastcrn suburbs - noteworthy were permits for 62 brick 
houses in Ku-ring-gai municipality of a total value of £129,300; an average of 
£2,085 per house. The total for flats (£286,000) was also very high. 


In comparison with earlier years there has been a marked change in distribution 
of value between residential and other buildings. In the five months éncec 
May private buildings containing dwellings constituted 84.1 per cent. of the value 
of permits in *91 compared with 71.8 per ‘cent. in 1939, 


Builcings with Dwellings. Non-residential Buildings. 


oe — 
Jan. |Feb. | M | 


£& thousand. 


1250 Bet = | 59 B22 (4752 34.57 1359 
19,0 |481 |642 | 716 | 788 | 826 3.53 801 
194.1 |608 | 66, | 72. | 634 351.0 670 
—e SS eS ee 


A comparison of value of permits according to type of building is appended. 
This shows that from Jan,-May 191.0 to 1941 the value for brick houses rose 
appreciably but proposals for wood and fibro houses decreased. Flat building 
increased again to a very high level and expenditure for new factory space remained 
considerable. For shops, hotcls and miscellancous buildings the amount was lowest 
for the period for several years. Movements in comparison with Jan.-—May 1939 
(pre-war) are indicated by percentages at foot of the table, 


/PRIVATE BUILDING. ..+++- 


TO) 


PART III (Continued) 


PRIVATE BULLDING PERMITS GRANTED - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 
Includes Alterations and Additions. Excludes Government Buildings, 


Houses. 
Hotels, 


Brick, | Wood, Guest Total 
etc, Fibro, Houses. 

£000 

Av. 1938 ¢ 1170 
1939 ¢ 4,018 
191.0 g 976 
May, 1939 4,02€ 
191.0 979 

1g 4,078 

Jan. May, 1939 (a) 1,815 
1S de, Bhd 

194.1, (b) 4, 210 
Movement (2) to (b)|+25.1% | -29.7%|+04% 6.8% |-54.0/5 | -12.6% 

g Monthly average for calendar ycar. Including (a) conversions to flats (b) shops 


with dwellings and (c) public garages. 


DWELLINGS. Private building permits in May, 1941 provided for 1,039 net additional 
dwellings, including 546 houses, compared with 963 (587 houses) in Mey, 1940. In 
the five months ended May the net number of dwelling units proposed (3,909) was 
greater this year than in 1939 or 191.0 because of increases for brick houses anc 
flat dwellings, but for cach type was less than in 1938. Comparative particulars 
are as follow: - 


DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN PRIVATE BUILDING.PERMITS - METROPOLIS. 


Five months ended May. 


‘ Movement 
Type of Dwelling, 1937, | 1938: .|1939. 1940. Hout. 4939 to 19), 
Number of dwelling. Units. Per cent. 
Houses ~ Brick etc. 4257 Ht OTD, Ges, 114607 1,005 + 14.4 
~ Wood, Fibro, etc. 393; 608 70 786 | 440 - 37.9 il 
Total - Houses 1,650 | 2, 523 ~ 3.3 a 
Flats - In New Buildings Te2Om 2,070 175505. it 2815509 oe ere 
= In Converted ” 169 | 1 10 413 65 - 38.7 
With Shops,Hotels, ete. Bet *7e 79 5h. 37 = 5592 
Total - Flats ete. [1,428 | 2,326 eee = 
Grand Total 5,078 1 hy849 | 3,960 13,768 | 5,99 + 0.9 
Less Demolitions & Conversions 205 | 126 118 eat 85 — 28.0 a 
Net Additional Dwellings | 2,873 hiey (25) 105, Ole? NGsGR7 | 55909 tae ont 


The annual rate (10, 384, ) of the first five months is above actual totals in the 
years 1939 or 19,0 but about 425 per cent. below the net number of dwellings proposed 
in the year 1938. 


NUMBER OF DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS. 


Individual Houses 

Flats with shops, etc. 

Net Total (after deduct- 
ing demolitions, etc. 


